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DETAILED ACTION 



Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it is not written in the proper 
format. The abstract must be limited to a single paragraph of 150 words or less that 
provides a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the patent. Correction is 
required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Paul 
(US Patent 6356838). 

Regarding to claim 1, Paul discloses an operation service information mediation 
system comprising: 
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a group of user terminals possessed by a group of passengers and a group of 
taxis, respectively, each user terminal having a transmission and reception function via 
a communication network [...passenger with device 160 and taxis with device 180; see 
col. 2, lines 25-30; lines 48-55 and figure 1]; and 

an information mediating device of an information mediator for mediating 
operation service information between the group of passengers and the group of taxis 
[...data centers equipped with servers 130 and 125 for providing the transportation 
service; see col. 1, lines 49-54; col. 2, lines 65-66 and figure 1], the information 
mediating device of the information mediator comprising: 

an information storage portion, in which taxi information from a group of taxis 
waiting for passengers, or passenger information from a group of passengers waiting for 
taxis is stored [...data center stores taxi and passenger information; see col. 4, lines 31- 
37, col. 6, lines 58-64]; 

an information retrieval portion for retrieving specific taxi information, which 
satisfies a taxi selection condition received from a specific passenger, or specific 
passenger information, which satisfies a passenger selection condition received from a 
specific taxi, among the stored taxi information, or the stored passenger information 
[...data center retrieve information from passenger after sending the number of option 
for pickup such as type of vehicle, time and location; then data center will determine the 
most appropriate taxi for the passenger base on his/her specific request; see col. 3, 
.lines 40-51; col. 4, line 11-19 and figure 2]; and 

an information distribution portion for distributing the retrieved specific taxi 
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information, or the retrieved specific passenger information to the specific passenger, or 
the specific taxi, respectively, via the network [...for example data center distributes the 
specific taxi information to the passenger such as the price, driver experience , safety 
record etc.. ; see col. 3, lines 52-56, lines 63-65]. 

Regarding to claim 2, Paul discloses wherein the taxi selection condition received 
from the specific passenger contains at least one of pick-up location information, car- 
type information, pick-up time information, presentable service information, and driver's 
characteristic information, desired by a passenger who waits for a taxi [...taxi received . 
passenger information such as pick-up location, time, and type of vehicle; see col. 3, 
lines 45-50]. 

Regarding to claim 3, Paul discloses wherein when the passenger cannot extract 
specific taxi information which satisfies the taxi selection condition, the taxi selection 
condition is stored, as the passenger information, together with information of a contact 
address designated by the passenger [...data center is the mediator that distributes the 
passenger information to the taxi such as time and location; any confidential data of the 
passenger are kept only at the data center; see col. 3, lines 45-50; col. 5, lines 10-15]. 

Regarding to claim 4, Paul discloses wherein the passenger selection condition 
received from the specific taxi contains at least one of pick-up location information, car- 
type information, pick-up time information, presentable service information, and driver's 
characteristic information [...passenger received taxi information such as driver's 
characteristic information; see col. 3, lines 63-65]. 



Application/Control Number: 10/617,887 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3609 

Regarding to claim 5, Paul discloses wherein when the taxi cannot extract 
specific passenger information, which satisfies the passenger selection condition, the 
passenger selection condition is stored, as the taxi information, together with 
information of a contact address designated by the taxi and information of a present 
location of the taxi [...data center is the mediator that distributes the taxi information to 
the passenger such as driver's experience or safety record; any confidential data of the 
driver are kept only at the data center see col. 3, lines 63-65; col. 5, lines 10-15]. 

Regarding to claim 6, Paul discloses wherein the information mediating device of 
the information mediator further comprises: 

a timer portion for periodic distribution of the extracted specific taxi information, 
or the extracted specific passenger information to the group of user terminals 
possessed by the group of passengers and the group of taxis, respectively [...location 
and travel time information from vehicle is periodically tracked by the data center; see 
col. 10, lines 13-15]. 

Regarding to claim 7, Paul discloses wherein the information mediating device of 
the information mediator further comprises: 

a charging function for charging an information delivery fee on a specific 
passenger having received the specific taxi information, or a specific taxi having 
received the specific passenger information, or both of the passenger and the taxi 
[...passenger or driver billing information; see col. 5, lines 58-65]. 

Regarding to claim 8, Paul discloses wherein the information mediating device of 
the information mediator further comprises: 
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a communication portion, by which both a specific passenger having received the 
specific taxi information and a specific taxi having received the specific passenger 
information are enabled to telephone each other via the Internet [see col. 2, lines 18-24; 
col. 3, lines 13-15; 26-29 and figure 1]. 

Regarding to claim 9, Paul discloses wherein a specific taxi having received the 
passenger information has a car specifying function for displaying an ID specific to the 
specific passenger, the car specifying function being configured such that the 
passenger may visually recognize the ID displayed in the car specifying function, or a 
predetermined signal is sent to the passenger when the taxi approaches the passenger 
at a predetermined distance, whereby the passenger can confirm the specific taxi 
mediated by the information mediating device [for example: confirmation telephone call 
or signal is sent to the passenger such as "how close the driver is"; see col. 5, lines 25- 
26, lines 38-40]. 

Regarding to claim 1 1 , Paul discloses an information mediating device of an 
information mediator for mediating operation service information among a group of user 
terminals, each terminal having a transmission and reception function via a 
communication network [see figure 1], the group of user terminals possessed by a 
group of passengers and a group of taxis, respectively, comprising: 

an information storage portion, in which taxi information from a group of taxis 
waiting for passengers, or passenger information from a group of passengers waiting for 
taxis is stored [...data center stores taxi and passenger information; see col. 4, lines 31- 
37, col. 6, lines 58-64]; 



Application/Control Number: 10/617,887 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3609 

an information retrieval portion for retrieving specific taxi information, which 
satisfies a taxi selection condition received from a specific passenger, or specific 
passenger information, which satisfies a passenger selection condition received from a 
specific taxi, among the stored taxi information, or the stored passenger information, 
and [...data center retrieve information from passenger after sending the number of 
option for pickup such as type of vehicle, time and location; then data center will 
determine the most appropriate taxi for the passenger base on his/her specific request; 
see col. 3, lines 40-51; col. 4, line 11-19 and figure 2]; 

an information distribution portion for distributing the retrieved specific taxi 
information, or the retrieved specific passenger information to the specific passenger, or 
the specific taxi via the network [...for example data center distributes the specific taxi 
information to the passenger such as the price, driver experience , safety record etc.. ; 
see col. 3, lines 52-56, lines 63-65]. 

Regarding to claim 12, Paul discloses a user terminal comprising: 

a connection to an information mediating device through communication lines to 
obtain operation service information and capable of retrieving specific taxi information, 
which satisfies a taxi selection condition designated by a passenger, or specific 
passenger information, which satisfies a passenger selection condition designated by a 
taxi [...center server 130 and 125 over wireless network 120 and Internet; see col. 3, 
lines 26-32; figures 1 and 2]. 

Regarding to claim 13, Paul discloses further capable of automatically or 
manually forwarding information of a present location of the taxi or passenger to the 
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information mediating device [...for example passenger enter information, driver 
manually transmit positional information to the data center; see col. 3, lines 44-48; col. 
4, lines 40-42]. 

Regarding to claim 14, Paul discloses an operation service information mediating 
method of mediating to passengers, operation service information among a group.of 
user terminals, each terminal having a transmission and reception function via a 
communication network, the group of user terminals possessed by a group of 
passengers and a group of taxis [see figure 1], the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a taxi selection condition from a specific passenger [...taxi selection 
condition such as safety record, type of vehicle, class of service; see col. 3, lines 44- 
51]. 

retrieving specific taxi information, which satisfies the taxi selection condition, 
from among stored taxi information, and storing the taxi selection condition from the 
specific passenger as passenger information together with contact address information 
designated by the passenger when the specific taxi information cannot be extracted 
from among the stored taxi information, and repeating the retrieval for a predetermined 
period of time [...data center retrieve information from passenger after sending the 
number of option for pickup such as type of vehicle, time and location; then data center 
will determine the most appropriate taxi for the passenger base on his/her specific 
request; information of both passenger and taxi is kept confidential at the data center; 
information is transmitted to the data center in the periodic basic; see col. 3, lines 40-51 ; 
col. 4, lines 11-19; lines 40-43 col. 5, lines 10-15; and figure 2]. 
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distributing results of the retrieval to the specific passenger via the network 
[...distribute a confirmation code to passenger and driver; see col. 5, lines 50-57]. 

Regarding to claim 15, Paul discloses an operation service information mediating 
method of mediating to taxis, operation service information among a group of user 
terminals, each terminal having a transmission and reception function via a 
communication network the group of terminals possessed by a group of passengers 
and a group of taxis, respectively, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a passenger selection condition from a specific taxi [...passenger 
selection condition such as location, quoted price, number of passengers; see col. 4, 
lines 16-23]. 

retrieving specific passenger information, which satisfies the passenger selection 
condition, from among stored passenger information, and storing the passenger 
selection condition from the specific taxi as taxi information together with contact 
address information designated by the taxi when the specific passenger information 
cannot be extracted from among the stored passenger information, and repeating the 
retrieval for a predetermined period of time [...data center retrieve information from 
driver after sending the number of option for pickup such as type of vehicle, time and 
location; then data center will determine the most appropriate passenger for the taxi; 
information of both passenger and taxi is kept confidential at the data center; 
information is transmitted to the data center in the periodic basic; see col. 4, lines 36-50, 
col. 5, lines 10-15; and figure 2]; and 
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distributing results of the retrieval to the specific taxi via the network [...distribute 
a confirmation code to passenger and driver; see col. 5, lines 50-57]. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Paul 
(US Patent 6356838). 

Regarding to claim 10, Paul discloses the claimed subject mater as stated 
above. However, it is silent as to the specifics of information of the car specifying 
function comprise a light sign display board. 

Paul discloses a transportation service [see figures 1 and 2]. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to recognize that having the taxi service sign display on 
vehicle during the service in order for passenger to distinguish from other vehicles. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

8. The US Patent to Ayed discloses a system and method for dispatcher free 
vehicle allocation. 

The US Patent to Ur discloses a method for establishing a connection between a 
client and one of a plurality of mobile providers of a service. 

The US Patent Application Publication to Takanashi discloses the vehicle 
dispatching system. 

The US Patent Application Publication to Lee discloses a method of providing an 
automatic connection service for taxis using a communication network. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuy-Vi Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1614. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 8:30 
A.M to 6:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrence Till can be reached on 571-272-1280. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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